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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Enabling the digital transformation of healthcare:  A Joint Initiative Council 

white paper 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Brussels, 7 JULY 2020. The Joint Initiative Council for Global Health 

Informatics Standardization (JIC) has published a white paper explaining how its nine health 

informatics standards development organizations (SDOs) have been working together to help 

transform the global healthcare system into one that’s digital with the goal of precise and real-time 

exchange of information based on full interoperability enabled by global standards.  

Transcending national boundaries and organizations, the Joint Initiative Council’s SDOs work 

collaboratively to provide global, coordinated—not competitive—standards that address real-world 

healthcare issues. In its recently released white paper, the JIC explores the desired future of a digital 

health ecosystem where high-quality data is available to the right people, at the right place and at the 

right time for high-quality decisions and care.  

Established in 2007 and consisting of nine SDOs, including CDISC, CEN, DICOM, GS1, HL7, IHE, ISO, 

LOINC and SNOMED International, the Joint Initiative Council has come together to deliver coordinated 

standards and implementation guides. Today, healthcare researchers, manufacturers and providers 

can use these JIC outcomes for the successful implementation of digital processes and interoperable 

systems.  

 “At JIC, we recognize the importance of consistency across standards and the need to collaborate on 

their development. We’re concerned not only about standards as ‘outputs,’ but more importantly, how 

standards impact healthcare ‘outcomes’—their practical value in the delivery of high-quality care,” 

said Ulrike Kreysa, senior vice-president, GS1 Healthcare and chair of the JIC.  

Within the context of the global COVID-19 pandemic, the need for accelerating the speed and capacity 

of this digital transformation has become more important than ever before. JIC members are 

contributing to this public health need by addressing immediate gaps and by providing topical 

enhancements to their existing standards.  

"The World Health Organization (WHO) looks forward to the continued cooperation of global Standard 

Development Organisations within the Joint Initiative Council in order to better leverage on common 

health data standards and interoperability to anticipate and react to pandemic challenges such as the 

one we are experiencing, and to the future ones to come in our fast and ever-changing environment.”,  

said Bernardo Mariano Junior, Director, Digital Health & Innovation and Chief Information Officer, 

World Health Organization.  

 

https://www.cdisc.org/
https://www.cen.eu/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dicomstandard.org/
https://www.gs1.org/
https://www.hl7.org/
https://www.ihe.net/
https://www.iso.org/home.html
https://loinc.org/
http://www.snomed.org/
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Highlights from the JIC white paper include four standards-based initiatives that offer practical 

solutions to real-world problems. These initiatives include the International Patient Summary (IPS), 

the Identification of Medicinal Products (IDMP), COVID-19 and Genomics. The white paper is available 

as a downloadable PDF at www.jointinitiativecouncil.org. 

 

For more information, visit the JIC Web page: www.jointinitiativecouncil.org or follow us on Twitter 

@JICouncil.   

 

 

 

JIC Media Contact 

Philippe Neirinckx 

Director Marketing Healthcare, Emerging Sectors & Solutions 

T:  +32 2 788 78 00 

E: philippe.neirinckx@gs1.org 

 

About the Joint Initiative Council - The Joint Initiative Council for Global Health Informatics 

Standardisation (JIC) is formed to further the important role of health informatics standards to enable 

interoperability of information and processes across health domains. Health informatics 

standardisation is supported by a community of experts that works within and across various health 

informatics standards development organisations (SDOs). The JIC supports the timely, efficient 

delivery of safe, coordinated, accountable, high-quality health services to individuals, communities 

and populations. www.jointinitiativecouncil.org 

 

 

 

http://www.jointinitiativecouncil.org/
http://www.jointinitiativecouncil.org/
mailto:philippe.neirinckx@gs1.org
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Press Release  

For release: 15 July 2020 

 

National Traceability Advisory Group established to support Australian Industry 

and Government  

GS1 Australia, a not-for-profit standards organisation, has announced the establishment 

of an industry-led National Traceability Advisory Group.  

The Advisory Group will provide advice on global standards for trade and traceability 
based on industry need and aligned with the role of government to ensure Australian 

industry maintains and builds sustainable capability, international market access and 

global competitiveness.   

Marcel Sieira, Chief Customer Officer at GS1 Australia, says: “The primary objective of 

the Advisory Group is to inform GS1 Australia on the requirements of industry and 

government for traceability standards.   

“The group will play a key role in communicating, educating and co-defining a roadmap 

with industry and government for implementing end-to-end traceability and trade 

modernisation in Australia.” 

GS1 Australia will not only provide the secretariat support for this industry group as well 

as providing expert, trusted advice and global best practices. 

Ram Akella, Business Partner focusing on Product Traceability within the Woolworths 

Group has been appointed Chair of the Advisory Group. 

Woolworths Group has been actively participating in shaping the National Traceability 

Framework and taking a leadership position in demonstrating new ways to enable full 

traceability from the farm to the store. 

Ram Akella says: “Global supply chains are continually being tested. This has been made 

more evident through recent, unprecedented events such as the global pandemic.   

“Australian industry is well-positioned to lead and leverage the next wave of 
transformation and innovation in global and domestic markets based on enhanced 

traceability and trust. 

“This transformation will require all sectors of industry and government to align on open 
global identification and data standards. The Advisory Group is a key step in bringing 

together key industry stakeholders from all sectors of the economy and segments of our 

supply chain who share a common interest in enhancing product traceability.” 

Invitations to key industry and government stakeholders are being sent out to join the 

group. To register your interest, please visit: https://www.gs1au.org/ngtag. 

About GS1  

GS1 Australia is a not-for-profit organisation that works with industry, for industry, 

providing global standards and technology-neutral services to help solve the business 

challenges of today and for the future. GS1 develops and maintains the most widely 

https://www.gs1au.org/ngtag


used global standards for efficient business communication. It is best known for the 
barcode, named by the BBC as one of “the 50 things that made the world economy”. 

GS1 standards and services improve the efficiency, safety and visibility of supply chains 
across physical and digital channels in 25 sectors. With local Member Organisations in 

114 countries, 1.5 million user companies and 6 billion transactions every day, GS1 
standards create a common language that supports systems and processes across the 

globe. GS1 Australia has over 20,000 company members. For more information visit the 

GS1 Australia website or follow us on LinkedIn, Twitter and our YouTube channel.  

 

Media contact 

Tracey Kelly-Jenkins 

Marketing Program Manager 

GS1 Australia 

Email: tracey.kelly-jenkins@gs1au.org 
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Success Report 
This email confirms that your announcement National Traceability Advisory Group established to support 

Australian Industry and Government has been sent to 48 recipients and you have received 0 bounce backs at 

01/Aug/2020 10:15 

Success Report 

 

Total Sent: 48 

Total Opened: 26 

Open Rate: 54% 

Links Clicked: 3 

Bounced back: 0 

Opened 

 

Annabelle Cloros 
Editor Hospitality; 

hospitalitymagazine.com.au 
acloros@intermedia.com.au  15/Jul/2020 16:00 

Ashley Pini 

Publishing Editor/Editor-in-Chief: 

Drinks Guide; Drinks Trade; Drinks 

Bulletin; Drinks Trade Online; Drinks 

World 

ashley@hipmedia.com.au 15/Jul/2020 19:19 

Ashna Mehta 
Assistant Editor What\'s New in Food 

Technology & Manufacturing 
wnift@wfmedia.com.au 15/Jul/2020 16:08 

Australian Baking 

Business 
 baking@tmpc.com.au 16/Jul/2020 08:00 

Australian 

Manufacturing 

Magazine 

 info@australianmanufacturing.com.au  15/Jul/2020 16:27 

Australian Retail 

Outlook 
 irnews@octomedia.com.au 15/Jul/2020 16:10 

Brydie Allen 
Journalist Australian Hotelier; 

National Liquor News 
ballen@intermedia.com.au  15/Jul/2020 15:56 

Food Australia  aifst@aifst.com.au 15/Jul/2020 18:47 

Food SA  contact@foodsa.com.au 27/Jul/2020 15:16 

Gabriele Richter 
Publications Co-ordinator Australian 

Manufacturing Technology (AMT) 
grichter@amtil.com.au 15/Jul/2020 17:23 

Imogen Bailey 

Editor Toy & Hobby Retailer; Shoe 

Trader Online Editor Ragtrader Yaffa 

Media 

imogenbailey@yaffa.com.au 23/Jul/2020 11:46 

mailto:acloros@intermedia.com.au
mailto:ashley@hipmedia.com.au
mailto:wnift@wfmedia.com.au
mailto:baking@tmpc.com.au
mailto:info@australianmanufacturing.com.au
mailto:irnews@octomedia.com.au
mailto:ballen@intermedia.com.au
mailto:aifst@aifst.com.au
mailto:contact@foodsa.com.au
mailto:grichter@amtil.com.au
mailto:imogenbailey@yaffa.com.au


Industry Update  editor@industryupdate.com.au 15/Jul/2020 15:58 

Jo-Anne Hui-Miller Editor at Inside Retail Octomedia jo-anne.h@octomedia.com.au 15/Jul/2020 16:32 

Kim Palmer Berry 
Editor Food & Drink Business Yaffa 

Media Podcaster The Hot Flush 
kimberry@yaffa.com.au 16/Jul/2020 13:08 

Large Format 

Retail Directory 
 info@lfra.com.au 15/Jul/2020 20:03 

Lindy Hughson 

Publisher Business Press Yaffa Media 

Secretary General IPPO - International 

Packaging Press Organisation 

lindyhughson@yaffa.com.au 27/Jul/2020 13:36 

Marion Gerritsen 
Editor Australian Giftguide; 

giftguideonline.com.au 
marion@intermedia.com.au 15/Jul/2020 17:04 

Matthew Jones 
Editor Produce Plus Deputy Editor of 

Asiafruit Magazine 
matthew@fruitnet.com 15/Jul/2020 16:32 

Melanie Stark 
Managing Editor Prime Creative 

Media 
melanie.stark@primecreative.com.au 15/Jul/2020 16:33 

Melissa Parker Editor Drinks Trade melissa@hipmedia.com.au 16/Jul/2020 13:09 

Mike Wheeler 

Editor PACE Food & Beverage 

Magazine; foodmag.com.au; Roads & 

Infrastructure Magazine Editor Senior 

Content Writer Prime Creative Media 

mike.wheeler@primecreative.com.au 22/Jul/2020 10:14 

Nicholas Rider 

Deputy Editor Retail World; 

Convenience World Photographer 

Nicholas Rider Photography 

nicholas.rider@retailmedia.com.au 15/Jul/2020 15:56 

Ruth Hogan Editor Inside FMCG ruth.h@octomedia.com.au 15/Jul/2020 15:59 

Syed Shah 
Managing Editor Prime Creative 

Media - Industrial Titles 
syed.shah@primecreative.com.au 15/Jul/2020 16:24 

Wayne Robinson 
Editor Print21; Associate Editor 

Packaging News 
waynerobinson@yaffa.com.au 15/Jul/2020 16:55 

William Poole 

Editor Australian Manufacturing 

Technology (AMT); 

manufacturelink.com.au 

wpoole@amtil.com.au 16/Jul/2020 12:40 

Links 

 

Lindy Hughson https://www.gs1au.org/ngtag 15/Jul/2020 15:55 

Wayne Robinson https://www.gs1au.org/ngtag 15/Jul/2020 15:55 

Imogen Bailey https://www.gs1au.org/ngtag 15/Jul/2020 15:55 
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