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IT may come as no surprise
Greenacre has the highest num-
ber of guns registered in the
inner west given the spike in
gun crime there in recent years.

But many other inner west
suburbs are not far behind.
Shocking figures from NSW
Police reveal  how many guns
are legally owned by individu-
als. And the statistics may sur-
prise you. For instance a single
gun owner in Burwood owns no
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less than 145 guns while another
in Rozelle owns 48. 

The figures have prompted
calls for gun control laws to be
revisited with a view to limiting
the number of guns that can be
owned by an indivudual.

There is also a push for police
to immediately inspect the
homes of private gun owners to
make sure the firearms are
stored correctly.    

 Is your suburb in the top 10
for the arms race? 
›› See full story, page 10

Shooters are amassing arsenals 
in their homes
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River monster! 
Adam Pieklarz couldn’t believe his 
eyes when he hooked this massive 
mulloway  just off Breakfast Point.   

» Full story P4
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JB’s World

LOCAL DEMOCRACY was the 
undisputed winner of the Local 
Government election results finally 
determined in the past few days 
with declarations of the polls now 
in all areas. Congratulations to all 
successful candidates and equally 
our thanks to all who displayed 
civic and community spirit in 
offering themselves to public 
service. We all owe you a debt of 
gratitude and appreciation for 
your commitment.

Continued page 3

Family Passes to See Tigers at Taronga Zoo
Five TWT readers can win Family Passes to Taronga 
Zoo during the Spring school holidays to see exciting new 
arrivals including four Sumatran Tigers. SEE PAGE 2.
Hunters Hill Music Concert
Three TWT readers can win Double Passes to this Sunday’s 
Hunters Hill Music concert featuring the accomplished 
Streeton Trio in Hunters Hill Town Hall at 2.30pm. SEE 
PAGE 2.
Best Years of Your Life Books
Five TWT readers can win copies of a new book “The 
Best Years of Your Life” by local author and international 
playwright George Hutchinson. SEE PAGE 19.

WIN! with TWT!

Many new faces have been elected to local Councils as a major 
rebuff to the NSW Liberal Coalition State Government of Gladys 
Berejiklian.

MEET YOUR NEW
COUNCILS

BY OUR CHIEF CIVIC ROUNDSMAN

MARK BENNETT, former Deputy Mayor of Hunters Hill was elected the 
new mayor succeeding the popular Richard Quinn in a three way contest 
with Liberal endorsed candidate Clr Zac Miles and a former mayor Ross 
Williams. Pictured right ANGELO TSIREKAS was elected Labor Mayor of 
Canada Bay a position he previously held before retiring to contest the 
last federal election in Reid.

and MAYORS

LOCAL SCOUT LEADERS HONOURED – SEE PAGE 18

No Councils in TWT territory will be domi-
nated by the out of favour Liberal Party 
and none will have a Liberal mayor unlike 
before the September 9 Local  Govern-
ment elections when the mayors of Ryde 
and Lane Cove were both Liberal Party en-
dorsed members.

Those two Liberal mayors the irrational 
Colonel Pickering in Ryde and the demure 
Deborah Hutchens in Lane Cove contrib-
uted to the Liberals poor showings in the 
polls. See details inside.

Independent Mark Bennett has been 
elected mayor of Hunters Hill by popular 
vote over Liberal contender Zac Miles and 
Angelo Tsirekas has been elected mayor of 
Canada Bay.

Independent Pam Palmer is favoured to 

win Mayoral honours in Lane Cove where 
she blitzed the field and topped the poll in 
East Ward and Andrew Zbik has become 
the first Labor Councillor at Lane Cove in 
70 years.

Three candidates may contest Ryde’s 
mayoral election namely Labor’s Jerome 
Laxale with four seats and possible sup-
port of two Greens, Liberal Sarkis Yedelian 
with four seats and Independent and a past 
mayor Roy Maggio.

Former federal MP Philip Ruddock has 
been elected mayor of Hornsby in a sur-
prise move by the Liberal Party who reject-
ed sitting Liberal mayor Steve Russell. 
FULL COUNCIL ELECTION ROUND-

UP INSIDE SEE PAGES 6, 7 & 8. Former Ryde Mayor Colonel Pickering scored a magic ton of votes without the aid of the 
Colonel Pickering’s Magic Ton!

Liberal party machine at Ryde’s Council election. Postal 
votes added to his original 79 votes to get him to 100 or 
0.5 percent polled. Wonder where the other 99 came from.

TWT Granny Smith Festival Queen Quest
Entries
Open
Now!
SEE PAGE 5
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LIFTOUT

by GERALDINE CARDOZO

THERE were triple celebrations
when 85-year-old Mosman
grandfather Ron Stuart ran
across the Sydney Harbour
Bridge last month.

The veteran runner was one
of  about 30,000 people taking
part in the Blackmores Sydney
Running Festival.

And it wasn’t only Ron mark-
ing his 85-year milestone at the
annual event. It’s also 85 years
since the opening of  bridge and
the humble beginnings of  the
event’s sponsor, Blackmores,
pioneered by naturopath

Maurice Blackmore. 
This year, more than 33,000

participants ran across the
bridge and passed through some
of  the city’s most famous land-
marks, including the Opera
House and the Royal Botanical
Gardens.

With four courses there was a
run for everyone – the 3.5km
family fun run, 10km bridge run,
half  marathon and marathon.

In the 10km run, grandfather
Ron clocked an impressive time
of  just over 80 minutes. 

He said his pace is down to
training: he clocks up 30km run-
ning a week. 

“I run with a great group of
people and the social interaction
is really very beneficial to me,”
he said.

“The running is now almost a
by-product; it gives me a reason
to get up in the morning.

“Running not only keeps you
fit and active, but it’s good for
the brain as one gets older.”

Ron was a champion athlete
as a young man, but at age 26 his
athletics career was cut short by
polio. 

It wasn’t until after his wife’s
death in 1991 that Ron decided to
take up training again. He now
runs regularly with the

Northside Running Group.
Ron believes it is important

for his wellbeing to keep run-
ning for as long as he can.

“I have been relatively free
from injuries, which I attribute
to our trainer, so I have every
reason to continue what I’ve
been doing for so long.

“I am getting slower than I
would like, but I still use a
strong running action so I feel I
am still running well. 

“At the Masters Games in
Auckland there was one com-
petitor in the 100-plus age cate-
gory, so who knows when I will
stop!”

PACE MAKER – Ron Stuart, 85, in training for the Blackmores Sydney Running Festival.

Running man Ron was on the pace

90,000 in home
care limbo SEVEN months after the much-feted

introduction of a new home care 
system, figures show 90,000 people
are on a national waiting list for
home care packages. Story, Page 5.

Quote for Discount

710SN

For more information 
or to purchase phone

02 8039 4556
www.thebidetshop.com.au

Ten Minute
Bathroom  Renovation

  Warm water wash

  Warm air dryer

  Soft closing lid

  Heated seat

0
w

Bidet toilet seats can be fitted to your existing toilet 

and will wash and dry with just the press of a button

Voted Best Bidet 
in the world

2 years in a row  

Funding options available
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