
ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

One of six children, George Hutchinson was a high school teacher for 
seven years before becoming a full-time playwright. His plays include: 

• No Room for Dreamers

• The Ballad of Billy Lane

• My Shadow and Me

• Henry and Peter and  
Henry and Me

• Fair and Tender Ladies

London’s Sunday Telegraph declared ‘No Room for Dreamers’ as the best 
fringe play of the 1980 Edinburgh Festival. It was also included on the 
NSW HSC Reading List.

Author and international playwright  
George Hutchinson has crafted a 
memoir that explores western Sydney 
in the 1930s and 1940s — a time of 
great local and global change.
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George Hutchinson was born in 1930 and 

grew up in western Sydney when it was grazing 

pastures and cars were a rare sight. This memoir 

covers the first 15 years of his life, a boyhood 

that was marked by the legacy of the Great 

Depression and later by World War II. 

This era was also a time when the wireless radio 

and the local picture theatre were still a new and 

wondrous form of entertainment.

It was also when boys made stagecoaches 

out of prams, Parramatta River was a source of 

inspiration and homemade boating ingenuity, 

and boys going to school shoeless was a badge 

that asserted their nonchalant maleness.

In The Best Years of Your Life, George reflects on 

those formative years and shares a personal view 

of a world and a way of life that is now history.

The book’s style of narration is suited to the era 

and reflects George’s deep and abiding love of 

Australian history. This book and all his previous 

works are evidence of this.
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R E V I E W

“You don’t have to know Sydney to enjoy 

this wonderful story and relish the stories 

told by this talented writer.

“This memoir has refuelled my thoughts of 

yesteryear; the days where you could buy 

a mouthful of happiness for one halfpenny 

and where your parents never had to tell 

you to go outside and play.

“How many of us were told by our parents 

that growing up ‘was the best years of our 

lives’? Looking back to a young George 

Hutchinson who grew up in Sydney in the 

1930s and 1940s, his adult self has done his 

childhood proud.” 
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